
CITY OF OVID        Approved 7/8/19 
PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING 
JUNE 10, 2019 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Mr. Zwick, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Williams, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Ordiway and Mr. Lasher. 
ABSENT:  Mr. Brown 
 
Mayor Lasher explained the purpose of the public hearing for the Truth in Taxation is that the taxable equalization  of the city has increased, 
therefore if we levied the same millage in this July as we levied last July there would be an increase of revenue to the city in the amount of 
about $3 thousand, which under the Headlee amendment it is identified as an increase in taxation.  
 
Mayor asked if there were any comments on levying the same millage as last year which equals an increase in income to the city in about $3 
thousand.   
 
The General Fund budget is about 650 some thousand so an increase of 3 thousand dollars is less than ½ of 1%.  Mayor Lasher asked two more 
times if there were any question or comments.  None were given. So, Mayor Lasher closed the Public Hearing at 7:03 pm. 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the regular meeting at 7:03 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Mr. Zwick, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Williams, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Ordiway and Mr. Lasher. 
ABSENT:  Mr. Brown 
EX OFFICIOS:  Don Passmore – DPW Superintendent, Al Goodrich – Chief of Police, Liza Kusnier- Treasurer and Josy Medina – Clerk  
 
VISITORS: Arlene Pesik, Debra Vaclavik, Virginia Weiderer, Eric Starn, Mark Holley, Chris Nethaway. 
 
AGENDA:  A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Ms. Perrien to approve the agenda as printed. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
MINUTES:  Ms. Perrien asked if it was an error that there was a motion done twice on the issue of patching the streets.  It looked like two 
motions were done with different people making the motions.  Ms. Medina stated that she will listen to the recording and if there is an error, 
she will correct it.  A motion was made by Ms. Perrien, second by Mr. Williams to accept the minutes of May 13, 2019 as discussed with the 
correction if needed. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Williams to approve the check registry as printed for the period of May 
11th, thru June 7, 2019 in the amount of 101,020.20.   
    MOTION CARRIED 
A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway second by Miss Hibbard approve the invoices from Alderman’s & Michigan Iron Equipment as presented 
and may be released as soon as they are printed. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURER:  Mrs. Kusnier reported that she has the summer newsletter ready for her to print tax bills.  She did add the check box on the tax 
bills so that if people want a receipt, they will need to check the box.  Mercantile was in to discuss the option of mobile deposit.  Mrs. Kusnier 
would like to do that for any of the mercantile accounts we have this would eliminate having to take the deposits to the bank.  Discussion was 
held regarding security issues and having Chief Goodrich take the deposits of the office when he goes to St. Johns, no action was taken.    
 
POLICE:  Chief reported that all went well this past month.  Attended all meetings.   He also put out the memo on the issue of monitoring the 
speeding issue.  There was discussion on the speed trailer that the County has.  They finally got it fixed and Chief asked the Sherriff if our 
community could use it.  The unit will measure speed so the individual knows how fast they are going.  It does not keep record.   
Mr. Williams asked when he was going to start the extended patrol on the weekend.  Chief replied as soon as he can get someone to cover or 
we may have to hire another person to take that time.   
 
DPW:  Mr. Passmore reported that he had received an email informing us that the City had been awarded the MDOT grant and he also received 
a call from Doug Stiffen from Clinton County Road Commissioner regarding the grant.  He is wanting to meet to discuss possibly working 
together on getting the bids for our project along with theirs because they received a grant as well for the MDOT Category B Grant.  This could 
help with the cost of materials and so on.   
 
The work for the area at MMPA street repair will begin sometime around the 13th for June.  Discussion was held about the areas that were 
listed in the grant project if it is within the areas that MMPA is working on.   
 
Miss Hibbard questioned if we would even have to amend the grant being that the work being done in the area now by MMPA might still need 
attention by the time we get word on the funding because it is an overlay.     
 
Mayor Lasher will look into that and verify the information.   
 
 
Mr. Passmore reported that they are working on weed control along the fencing and finally, we are getting ready for mosquito control.   



 
Mr. Williams expressed thanks to Larry & Mylinda Ordiway and Mary Perrien for their work at the Cemetery to get ready for Memorial Day.  
Also, he asked that Mr. Passmore let Rich, Cody & the Staff that the Cemetery looked very good for Memorial Day.  Also, that the flower boxes 
look very nice.   
 
Miss Hibbard reported that the persons responsible for that would be Sherry Applebee and Dawn Goetschy. 
 
A Motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Ordiway to accept the Treasurer, Police & DPW reports as presented. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   

1. Mayor Lasher informed the Council that Mrs. Diane Dowler submitted her resignation effective June 30,  
2019.  With that Mayor Lasher approached Mr. Mark Holley and asked him if he’d be interested in submitting a proposal for the Assessing for 
our community.  In the packet was the proposal from Mr. Holley.   
 
The period would be from July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020.  The rate would be about $12 per parcel we have around 775 parcels.  Discussion was 
held.  A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Williams to accept the resignation from Diane Dowler and to accept the proposal 
from Mr. Mark Holley at the rate of $775 per month and to authorize the Mayor to sign said agreement. 
    MOTION CARRIED 

2. Mr. Eric Starn requested permission to get the liquor license for the Beer Tent for the period of September 6th thru the 8th for  
Carriage Days.  We need permission from the Council and the Police Department.  We will be expanding the Tent to be an entertainment tent.  
The stage will be under the tent along with the family area and the Beer area will be separated. Discussion was held.  A motion was made by 
Mr. Williams, second by Miss Hibbard to approve the request of the Beer Tent to acquire the license for it and to authorize the Mayor to sign 
the application to the State of Michigan Liquor commission.   
    MOTION CARRIED 
Mayor Lasher asked that Mr. Starn bring an updated map of the total event for Council to approve the use of all City properties. 
 

3. The Treasurer presented the resolution 2019-08 to adopt the millage rate and add to the resolution the  
language to include the information of collecting the 1% administration fee for the summer 2019 Tax Collection.   
 
Mayor Lasher read the resolution and a motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mrs. Perrien to adopt resolution #2019-08 to set the 2019 
millage rate, late fee and 1% Admin fee for the 2019 Summer Tax Collection.  Roll call was taken as follows:  YEAS:  Miss Hibbard, Mr. Zwick, 
Mr. Ordiway, Mrs. Perrien, Mr. Williams and Mr. Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Mr. Brown. 
    RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 

4. Mayor Lasher informed the Council that we have two parcels in the city that set within Shiawassee County on East Pearl Street.   
They became part of the City many years ago.  The reason they are in the City is that the Council when we did the boundary to become a city, 
we didn’t ask to have them removed from the Village limits therefore they remained within the limits of the village.  We are having issues with 
this now and he asked the Clerk to explain.   
 
Mrs. Medina explained that since we became a City and we have to do our own elections we found that as a result of those two parcels being in 
a different County it requires us to have double the work.  We have to have different ballot styles; we have to report to not only Clinton but 
also Shiawassee County all results of elections.   Also, if Shiawassee has a proposal and Clinton County does not, we still would have to run an 
election for the same time frame even though it is for two people and the cost would be the same.  QVF (Qualified Voter File) Aka Michigan 
Election Bureau would like to see us get rid of the two voters because we always have issues with the street index guide in the program.  Every 
election we struggle with this.  Clinton County would like also because they have to copy all results and fax it to the County for us so that I don’t 
have to take it in person.  We also, had problems with Shiawassee forgetting us because there is only two voter and the majority is in Clinton 
County.  
 
She spoke with Rose Brown the Middlebury Township Clerk and her only concern was that would she have to have different ballot styles if they 
did that and I believe that it would only be one ballot style so it won’t be that bad.   
 
Mrs. Kusnier also commented that during tax collection they do theirs completely different so for theirs she has to hand write & to balance it is 
done differently.  Shiawassee always forgets her because the two parcels are not on our tax program they are done by hand and she always has 
to call to get the information it would be nice if she didn’t have to deal with them.   
 
Ms. Medina informed the Council that this idea is on Middlebury Township June meeting agenda.   
 
Mayor Lasher asked the council what they thought about looking into doing a 425 agreement with Middlebury Township so that we could 
transfer the two parcels that set within Shiawassee County to Middlebury Township.  Discussion was held on the benefits the residents would 
get and that is utility billing and garbage collection.   
 
Mayor Lasher explained that a 425 is a contractual agreement and we could list the services they would get and what Middlebury Township 
would receive for a period of 50 years.   
 



Ms. Medina informed the Council that we have not even notified the residents on this issue because we didn’t know if the Council or 
Middlebury Township would be opposed to this issue.  This is what will be discussed at the meeting Wednesday.   
 
OLD BUSINESS:   

1.  Mayor Lasher updated the Council that we received notice that the City was a recipient of the MDOT  
Category B Grant for the fiscal year 2020 assuming that funding will be made available.   

 
2. Mayor Lasher updated the Council on the case with MMPA on the Tax Tribunal.   

 

PERSONNEL:  Mayor Lasher reported that we had hired Grant Thornton and Zachary Walker for additional Seasonal employment.  Two of the 
employees will be leaving in mid-August due to school starting.   
 
Miss Hibbard stated that the Personnel Committee met with Cody on his 30-day evaluation and he explained what he & Rich had been doing.  
Rich provided a document detailing what they had been working on and how Cody had been doing.  We will be meeting with Cody for his 60-
day evaluation on June 20th. 
 
Mrs. Medina asked if the Personnel Committee/Council going to look into amending our personnel policy regarding the use of Marihuana in the 
work place and when testing for employment if the applicant test positive.  Currently our policy states that the employees can’t be on any 
illegal controlled substance and now that marihuana is legal how are we going to handle the issue of that.   
 
Mayor Lasher reported that he sent an email to our labor attorney more than a week ago asking that question.   
But has not received a response yet.   
 
FINANCE:   

1. Mayor Lasher asked about the quotes for flooring.  We received three bids for the flooring.  Not all the  
vendors move furniture so we have two quotes for moving the furniture as well.  The flooring bids came from Thompsons for $5,898.70, 
Bigger’s at $7,505.79 without moving furniture & $8255.79 with moving furniture and Owosso Carpet Center $8,092.60 without moving 
furniture & $8,342 with moving furniture.  Bruckman’s Moving at $1,050.00 & Great Lakes Interiors at $1,112.00.  Discussion was held.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mrs. Perrien to accept the two lower bids which are Thompsons Flooring & Bruckman’s Moving.   

MOTION CARRIED 
 

2. Mayor Lasher informed the Council that the personnel committee discussed the request to increase the  
meeting pay for the Clerk & Treasurer.  The rate has been over 25 years has been at the rate of $25 per meeting.  Therefore, with much 
discussion the Personnel Committee recommends that all staff required to be at a meeting be paid $50 for meetings lasting no more than 2 
hours per meeting over 2 hours that they be paid $75 per meeting.  This is for all staff being DPW Superintendent, Police Chief, Clerk and 
Treasurer.  A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Miss Hibbard to approve the recommendation of the Personnel Committee to raise 
the meeting pay to $50 for meetings lasting no more than 2 hours and if it goes over 2 hours that they’d be paid $75 per meeting effective 
June 2019 meeting. 
     MOTION CARRIED 

3. Mayor Lasher presented to the Council a quote for a traffic counter.  This came up due to the  
conversation we had at the last meeting regarding speeding issue in our community.  The counter will give us data that would tell us the 
number of cars, how high they are speeding and what time of day we should look out for these types of issues.  Discussion was held on the 
purchase.  
 
Mr. Starn asked if that included any software to extract the data?  Mayor Lasher replied it is a Pico Counter 2 channel it includes adaptors so we 
can move it to a computer.   

 
Mr. Starn offered his time to analyze that information at some point and map out the data if Council would like.  Discussion was held. A motion 
was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Williams to purchase the Traffic Counter in the amount of $677.40 as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
Mrs. Wiederer expressed her concerns on the traffic on M-21 and asked if the City has any say on what the speed limit can be on M-21?   
 
Mayor Lasher replied that he believes that the legislative had pass or has a law before them to allow cities to make that individual choice to 
change the speed limits.   
 

4. Mayor Lasher asked about street repair.  We currently have $45 thousand in street repaving and the  
finance department suggested that we improve W. Clinton Street from Main to Mill Street and Gratiot Street from Clinton to Front.   
 
Ms. Perrien asked if Clinton from Main to Mill will that include the parking areas?  Mr. Passmore replied yes.   
 
Mr. Ordiway asked in our MDOT grant summary it describes Parks Street to the Rails to Trails to the dead end of Parks Street.  What is that.   
Mr. Passmore replied about 100 feet.  Mr. Ordiway figures that, that measurement would take it past the water hole so that the water flows 
away from there.   
 



Mr. Passmore replied that he will look into that because if we do go in with the County on some materials, we might be able to save funds to be 
able to extend the work on that end.  No action was taken. 
 

5. Mayor Lasher asked if Council wanted to put any types of limits on the Gumaer Funds.  Maybe give the  
Park & Rec.’s Committee’s some guidance or just wait to see what they might have in mind.   
 
Mr. Zwick suggests that we wait to see what they want to do. 
 
Mrs. Perrien then asked the Mayor if he had heard anything from the forester and where will those funds come from?   
 
Mayor Lasher replied that it would be paid out of our Maintenance & Repair line in General Fund.  He spoke with him and his first opening is on 
the 17th of June and he would get back with him.  A say hello fee of $75 and $25 additional per hour.  We basically want a review on the park 
and recommendation how we deal with it and if the wood could be viable.  Some foresters can do a sale for us if we can so we are waiting for 
his reply.   
 

6. Mayor Lasher reported that the committee had discussions on allocating funds toward the 150-year celebration.  their  
recommendation is $5 thousand.   Miss Hibbard commented that this would be a good start and possibly using some of the funds to put a sign 
on M-21 advertising the event like they have in Owosso for City of Corunna.   
 
Mrs. Medina suggested that we could use the cemetery’s property toward M-21 that isn’t being use at this time.   Discussion was held.  A 
motion was made by Miss Hibbard, second by Mr. Ordiway to allocate $5,000 from general fund reserve for the 150-year celebration.   
    MOTION CARRIED 

7. Mayor Lasher asked if Mr. Passmore was able to get bids for the windows for the DPW garage & the roof for the well house.  Mr.  
Passmore replied that he is waiting on Mr. Ed Thornton.  No action was taken. 
 

8. Mayor Lasher asked about the printer plotter scanner.  This is a piece of equipment that is able to be purchased through our SAW  
Grant.  The price of a plotter is about $8 thousand.  Then you have about $500 in ink & the cost for the city would be $800 because we get 90 % 
back. Discussion was held and Mr. Starn ask what type of plotter is it that they are looking at and gave his opinion that a scanner is well worth 
the money if your plan is to take all our old format documents and put it into digital format.  Mayor Lasher replied that we are planning that.   
 
Mr. Zwick asked in his opinion is the 36-inch big enough or should we consider bigger scanner?  Mr. Starn replied that it depends on what we 
are using it for.  He would have suggested 42 to 44 inches.  But if you are using it with cad then 36 would be fine.   
 
Mr. Zwick asked what is in the grant budget.  Mrs. Perrien replied that there is around 9 thousand in the sewer & in the sewer storm water so 
we have about $18 thousand dollars set aside for this equipment.  So, we are well within that.  this is all part of what we are planning on going 
with GIS, how we are going to get our maps and the technology and this is all part of that.   
 
Mr. Williams asked Mr. Starn if he again thought that we should go bigger on the plotter.  Mr. Starn replied that if you have the funds 
earmarked for that piece of equipment in the grant budget so if this is your opportunity to get a larger format then I would recommend that 
you do that.  also make sure that you look at the quality that you would be getting and the paper type and scanner.   
 
Mr. Zwick asked if the cannon model is good.  Mr. Starn replied that he uses a cannon model at work but a much larger one.    
 
A motion was made by Mr. Zwick second to Mr. Williams to Purchase the bigger size of printer plotter scanner as long as it is within the 
parameters of the budget of the SAW Grant.   
    MOTION CARRIED 

9. Mayor Lasher asked about the sewer camera.  We sent the RFP’s to four different vendors.  We received two back.  One bid came  
from Jack Doheny at $98,258 and Bell Equipment was 112,248.  Discussion was held on the possibility of licensing.  The question was asked how 
much the quotes were for the push camera.  Mayor Lasher replied that Bell is 8,900 and Doheny was 6,500.   
 
Mr. Ordiway asked what would it cost to have a company come in and do it for us.  Mr. Zwick replied that the last bid was for roughly $50 
thousand.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Miss Hibbard to get quotes to do the filming of our sewer 
system for us. 
    MOTION CARRIED     
 
Discussion was held on the purchase of the push camera.  A motion was made by Mrs. Perrien, second by Mr. Williams to authorize the 
Mayor & Don to select which push camera they want to purchase from Bell Equipment or Doheny as long as it is within our budget. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
PARK & REC. & HALLS & GROUNDS:  Ms. Perrien reported that the Dugouts are done and look nice.  We are waiting on the bathroom drawings 
from Fleis & Vandenbrink.  The committee would like permission to tear down the playscape at Gumaer Park.  We might be able to save some 
of the equipment.   
 
CARRIAGE DAYS:  Miss Hibbard reported that they will be meeting next week and that they will be discussing the 150-year celebration.   
 



Mr. Starn asked if there is a place where they could dump the waste for during the weekend.  Mr. Passmore informed him that we have the 20 
yarders at the garage so if they need to dump, they can take it there.  Don’s crew will come through every day anyway.  If we need to Carriage 
Days are willing to do that.   
 
CEMERTERY:  Mrs. Perrien reported that all is going well.  Mayor Lasher asked that the committee think of what to do about the fencing on the 
west side. 
 
OMESA:  Mayor Lasher reported that all they did was pay bills.   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mrs. Perrien reported that they worked on the zoning map.  A few changes were looked at like the Ovid Lions Club.  
They were thinking of changing it to Quasi-Public.  Mayor Lasher informed her that they can’t be listed as that because they are a 501c3 non-
profit organization.  He recommends that she should double check the ordinance.  Will be looking at the master plan.  We were looking for 
permission to do the survey and we thought maybe in the tax bill.   
 
Mrs. Kusnier commented that the only thing with that is that some of the accounts are escrowed.  So those persons would not receive a survey.   
 
Then maybe we should send the survey out on its own.  Mayor Lasher commented that it would be better to do that.   
 
AJOURNMENT:  Mr. Zwick moved to adjourned and Mayor Lasher closed the meeting at 9:01 pm. 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 


